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Very faithful miniſter of the goſpel, Mould enveavoun, 
as far as he can, to awaken in his bearers, a-due at- 
zentioi lo the diſpenſations of divine providence, either to- 
wards themſelves in particular, or towards tbe nation and 
country to which they belong. In what un eurneſt und af 
fecting manner this is attempted in the following fermon ; 
and bow properly the whole 7s adapteu to anſtuer fa valu= 
able a purpoſe, the reader will beſt diſcern, after having 
peruſed it. e 1 2 30 

It was preached by the late Reverend Mr. Jo HN 
BISS ET, MHiniſier of the goſpel in Aberdeen, on Feb. 
6, 1759, the day appointed by the king for a general faſt, 
on vccaſiom of the dreadful earthquake at Liſbon, and is 
now publiſhed at the earneſt ſollicitation of them who heard 
Wu, | 

The many and heinous fins and abominaticns, which, it 
7s to be lamented, ſo generally prevail among all ranks and 
&egrecs of people in Britain and Ireland; the heavy judg- 
ments which theſe, or ſims of a like nature, have drawn 
down on kingdoms and nations in former times; and the ſad 
reaſons we have to fear, from the uniform conduct of pro- 
 Vieence in ſuch caſes ; that the ſame miſeries and calamities 

Hall befal ourſelves, are fully and juſtly repreſented to _ 
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„ 
calls for weeping and mourning, and girding with ſack- 
cloth; a time, in which the Lord is ſpeaking to us by 
terrible things in righteouſneſs : if notwithſtanding of all 
theſe, there be joy and gladneſs, feaſting and making [ 
merry, this :n:quzty ſhall not be purged from you, till jc 
die, faith the Lors of Hojts, Ifa. xxii. 12, 13, 14. If 
there be not repentance and a reformation, vindicating W 
the ſincerity of it, the men of Ninizeh will riſe in judg« | 
maent againſt us, who repented at the preaching of Je. 
. nah, when they heard that in forty days Niniveh would 
be deſtroyed, they turned from their evil way, and God 
55 repented him of the evil he ſaid he would do them, and 
I he did it not, Jonah iii. 10. If we were exerciſed as 
they were, though the language of word and providence 
bw be, that the days of viſitation and recompence are come, an-. 
ger might be yet turned away; at leaſt, awful threat- W 
nings might be ſuſpended in their execution. 
i It would be of great uſe to awaken a humble and 
5 Holy fear, and to direct our exerciſe on a faſting day; | 
to try our condition by that of God's church and peo-| 
ple in former times, and to fee how God dealt with | 
them; and if our condition be the ſame with that of 
them whom the Lord viſited in an awful manner; yea; 
if our ſins be more aggravated than theirs, what are we 
to look for, but the ſame, or rather, ſeverer ſtrokes, if 
grace prevent it not; it there be not a turning from the 
error of our way, and a breaking off our fins by righteouſ-] 
zefs, and turning to the Lord, who warns and threat- 
ens, that he may not ſtrike ; and lays his hand heavy 
on ſome, that others may fear, 
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In a ſuitableueſs to the duty of this day, as the Lo 
fhall direct, from theſe two portions of ſcripture laid to- 
gether, I ſhall ſhew you, 

I. What we are to underſtand by the days 1 % tali 


en and recompence, Whaß 


8 8 2 


( IF : 
II. What we are to underſtand by their being came, 
III. When it is that they may be ſaid to be come. - * 
IV. What we are to underſtand by, or what is ims 

plied in theſe words, 1/rae! ſhall know it. 3 
Theſe general heads will give occaſion to bring in 
the text from Mark ; I: ; 
Laſtly, All may be ſummed up with ſome application 


Wof the whole. 


The FIR T GENERAL HEAD is to ſhow what 
we are to underſtand by the days of viſitation and recom 


hence. 
Io viſit, ſignifieth, to look narrowly into, to try, to 
enquire into, the ſtate and condition of any perſon or 


. hing, to take a narrow view or inſpection thereof, Foh | 
vii. 18. God is ſaid to try man and to viſit him every mo- 
nent. Recompence ſignifieth the giving, or rendering of 


a reward; when it is ſaid the days of viſitation are come, 


Wit imports, that God is come to take trial, or to en- 


quire into the ſtate of people, as Gen. 18. he is ſaid to 


come down to Sodom to ſee if the wickedneſs of it was 


ſuch ; not that he needs information, for all things arg 
raked and bare before him with whom we have to do. But 


Wthis way of ſpeaking is uſed to hold forth his judicial 
procedure; when he comes to reckon with a people, he 
vill proceed upon the juſteſt and moſt evident grounds, 
as a righteous judge doth, who ſearcheth out a cauſe, 
and gives not jucgment without evidence; he neither 
beſtows reward, nor inflicts puniſhment, till after trial 


and evidence, He who knows all things, proceeds as 
a juſt judge, giving rewards or rendering a recompence 
according to the nature of the caſe or condition of the 
perſon after ſtrict trial and inquiſition ; not at all for his 
own information, but for the conviction of the perſon 


i be recompenced, and to vindicate the juſtice of his, 


AX procedure, 
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re pecl to the recompence of retuard. Sometimes vi/itatt- 
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| ful ſanction added to the fecond commandment, where 


| fer theſe things . * ſpall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a na- 


| hands. Ez. ix. 10. Mine exe fall not ſpare, neither will 
bade pity, for J will reconpence their way upon thar 


4: $3 


procedure, and to give warning, to raiſe hope either of 


a reward of grace, or to avakin a holy fear of deſerv. Mo 


ed puniſhment. t. 

T he days of viſitation and Fecompence, or God's viſiting * 
and rec ng people, may be taken in a good or 
bad ſenſe, according to the ſubject or occaſion to 
which, or condition of the people to whom they are 
applied and thus ſometimes they import God's com- 
ing to, and dealing with a people in a way of grace and 
mercy : fo Fſal. evi. 4. the pfalmiſt prays that God 
would v:i/at him with his ſaluation, Luke 1. ©, 8. The 
Lord path wijited and redeemed his people. 78. Through 
ze tender mercy e of cur Ge, whereby the day ſpring fra 
on high hath viſited us + even fo of recompence, Heb. x. 
35. We read of a F CCONIPENICE F reward that ſhall 0 1 
given the believer, Hab. xi. 26. and that Moſes had a 


en and recampence import, that when theſe days be come 
the Lord is atigry, and is coming to execute judgment, 
So the Lord's viſfitation 3s to be undafiood in that aw- 


he ſays that he will vit the mniquities of the fatbers, &c. 
Jer. xiv. 10. The Lord is there ſaid to remember ini- 
guity, and to viſit their fins, Jer. v. 29. Shall 1 nat wii 


lion as this © if. lix. 18. According to their deeds, ac- 
cordingly he will repay fury ts his adverſaries and reame 
perice iv his enemies. Jer. xxv. 14. I will recompence them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works of their 


bead. 

It is in this laſt ſenſe we are to underſtand the days of 
viſttation and recompence mentioned in the text, when 
the fins of 2 profeſling people were come to a provok- 


4 þ eee ing 


E 25 
ing height, the Lord will have them know that he was 
on his way to try and judge them, and to recompence 


them according to their deeds, and according to the 


works of their hands, which brings me to 


The SECOND GENERAL HEAD, which is to 


ſhew what we are to underſtand by the days of viſita- 


tion and recompence, their being come. 
1. They are ſaid to be come, importing the certain- 


of them, that the evil determined againft the ten 


tribes, whom Hoſed's prophecy doth chiefly concern, 


was certainly to be accompliſhed, altho' the Lord re- 


| 1 „ 1 2 5, . . 
ſpited judgment a long time, as in the long reign of 


the ſecond 7 erobcam, 2 Kings xiv. 23, &c. in which 
Wrcign it ſcems FHloſea began to prophecy. Now ſuppoſ- 
Wins theſe words in the text, to have been uttered to- 


wards the end of that Jeroloam's reign, from that ta 
the captivity of the ten tribes, would be between iorty 
and hiity years, yet theſe days are (aid to be come, as 


Wiocy were certainly determined to be; and therefore 


the awful threatning is doubled; the days of viſitation 
are come, the days of recompence are come. Thus the aw- 


Ful judgment of the flood upon the old world, was not 


ne leſs certain, that the Lord kept it off one hundred 
und twenty years, after that by Noah they were warn- 
d of its approach, Gen. vi. 3. | 

2 Theſe days are ſaid to be come, when they begin 

o obtain, tho” rot as yet to the full of what is deter- 
ined. Altho' as yet the ten tribes were not caſt out 
{ their Jand, whoſoever reads the 2 Kirgs 15 ch. will 
ee, that tho* Iſrael had enjoyed proſperity and ſucceſs 
in the ſecond Jereboam's long reign, the Lord after that 
began to diltreſs them, and to bring contuſtons among 
them, by the ſhort and unproſperous reigns of their 
Princes, one conſpiring againſt and murdering another, 
pad King Menakim ſubjecting the land to a heavy tri- 
| bute 
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bute to Pul king of Afjrza, till they were carried cay- 
tive by the 4//jrian monarch, | 2 

3. Theſe days are ſaid to be come, importing 
them to be near hand, in the ſull latitude of the 
threatned judgment, when the ten tribes were to be 
carried captive furth of their land. For tho' Hoſe 
propheſied many years, from ſome time in the reign of 
the ſecond Feroboam, to ſome years in Hexefiabs 
reign, and preſumably lived to ſee the captivity of the 
ten tribes, the threatning in the text would appear to 
be about the time of that captivity, or three or four 
years before it, which being ſo near at hand, he might 
ſpeak of thoſe days as come : that this warning was at I 
ſuch a time, appears from 2 Kings xvii. 4. the king of 
ria found conſpiracy in Haſbea king of Ifrael his 
tributary, in ſeeking relief from So king of Egypt, and 
- had not brought his preſents to the MMHrian king, who 
thereupon beſieged Samaria three years, took their 
king, and carried him and his people captive : com- 
pare this with o/c ix. 6. For li, they are gone becauſe 
of deſtruction, Egypt ſhall gather them, Memphis ſhall bury | 
them ; which ſhews this to be ſpoken when they had 
betaken themſelves to Egypt for relief, from the A/ſyri- 
an oppreſſor, and ſhews that the refuge a ſinning peo- 
ple betook themſelves to, proved the occaſion of their 7 
final ruin, When God is angry, and judgment is de- 
termin'd, means of relief prove ineffectual; not any IM; 
thing ſhall tyrn away the calamity. So that 5 

4. The days of viſitation and recompence are ſaid to be T 
come, altho' as yet a little ſuſpended, to ſhew the necel- WF. 
ſity of ſuch intimations, becauſe a ſinning people are be 
ordinarily a ſecure people, and will not believe that A 
judgments are ſo near the door, even upon the point ot h 
execution: if one judgment be removed, like Phara® i. 


they harden their hearts, tho another judgment OT 


15 


v" de door; they put the evil day far away, and are apt 


to ſay as Ez. xli. 22, 23. The days are prolonged, 7 


0 every viſion faileth ; therefore theſe days are ſaid to be 
he came, importing they were at hand, and.they ſhould fee 
eme effect of every viſion. The time was at hand, in 
| which they would fee the madneſs and folly of their 
: ſecurity. You read in 2 Kings xv. 29. that ſeveral 


oy years before the full captivity of the ten tribes, the king 
6 of 4/ſyria carried many of them captive; yet all this 


would not awaken them:; they continued incorrigible; 
wo FE if they ſhould never be caſt out of the land of their 
poſſeſſion. 


— a * 


pr 5, The days of viſitation and recompencè ate ſaid, and 
his may be faid to be come, when the ſins, that are the pro- 


curing cauſes of wrath, notwithſtanding of awful warn- 
ings and threatnings are continued in, and are never 


8 turned from their corrupt and idolatrous courſes, there- 
10 fore would the Lord caſt them out of their land. Tho 
Ks che Lord called them by his prophets, to turn from 


their evil ways, and to keep his commandments and 
ſtatutes, they rejected his ſtatutes and covenant, and 
left the commandments of the Lord their God, to pro- 
voke him to anger; therefore the Lord was angry with 
de. Veel, and removed them out of his ſight, 2 Kings xvii. 
13, 14, I5, 16, 17, 18. they behaved like that wicked 
king of Judah, Abaz, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22. who in the 
bee of his diſtreſs, did treſpaſs yet more againſt the Lord. 


pe” continued; increaſed and multiplied, however ſecure 
that people may be, they are called to attend to the alarm- 
t of ns voice of my text, The days of viſitation gre come, 
#0; days of recompence are come, they are determined, 
e at they are near at hand : while that is the cale, there 13 
the ao avoiding them, they are at the very door, which 

eings me to el | | The 


* 


repented of, nor turned from. The ten tribes never 


Therefore, when the cauſes of wrath and anger are 


(8-1 
The THIRD GENERAL HEAD, which is to 
how when it is that he days of viſitation and recompenc 
in all, or in any of the above mentioned reſpects, may 
be ſaid to be come. | 5 
1. Then may the days of viſitation, Sc. be ſaid to he 
come, or to be at hand, when the ſame fins are to be 
found with us, and with many more aggravations, than MW: 
were with the finning Jraelites, on whom the days of 
viſitation and recompence have come, and who were ſcat. 
tered among the nations for theſe their many ſins, If 
we be guilty of the ſame fins, and if our tins be more 
aggravated than theirs, what foily to think, that an aw- MW: 
ful viſitation and terrible recompence ſhall not over- 
take us, if there be not a repenting and returning to 
the Lord. This is proper work for a faſting day, to 
be ſearching out our fins, mourning for them, pleading 
1 the Lord's grace and mercy before the days of viſitatim 
| and rccompence do come. How loudly are we called to 
$f conſider our ways, and to fee with us the ſame evils, 
for which the Lord in an awlul and wrathful manner, 
viſited and recompenced the {inning //raelites, Let us 
not flatter ourſelves, as if we were not ſuch ſinners as 
they were ; let us rather take a view of the many hea- 
vy charges Heſea in his prophecies brings againſt them, 
and ſee if there be not with us the ſame kind of ſins a- 
gainſt the Lord our God. As 5 5 
1/7, A general charge is brought againſt Iſrael, fo 
which the days of viſitation and recompence ſhould cot 
Ch. ix. 1. Thou hajt gone a whoring from thy God : i 
mult needs go ill av!th thee who haſt forſaken the fountain 
of living waters. I tool thee into covenant and thy lard 
was married. Iſ. Ixii 4. but thou haſt committed idolatrh 
FT oiten in the language of the old teſtament called 
whoredom, thou either haſt not worſhipped God i 
« all, or thou haſt not done it in a right manner, 
| 1 „ covenantes 
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our faſting day. 


E „ 
« covenanted with thee to be my people, but thou haſt 
« gone a Whoring after idols; I entered into a mar- 
« riage covenant with thee, but thou haſt broken that 
« marriage covenant, like an impudent woman that 
00 goes a whoring trom her nulband.“' : This charge 
againſt them is either a general, including in it the 
ſpring of all their other ſins, the forgetting God and 
forſaking him, or the neglecting his worſhip, or the 
turning corrupt in their religious ſervices, which the 
Lord will account as a going a whoring from him, 
and a breaking of their marriage covenant with him. 
This charge we are cloſely to apply to ourſelves on 
We have gone a whoring from our 
God, we have broken covenant with him ; we either 


neglect the worſhip of God, or worſhip him not as he 


requires; this he will reckon a going a whoring from 


him: when men turn alide to their own inventions in 


the worſhip of God, religion dies away, atheiſm and 
irreligion prevails, Hof. vi. 7. when men tranſgreſs 
God's covenant, they then deal treacherouſly againſt 
the Lord, It was once the glory of this church and 
land, to enter nationally into covenant with God; but 
alas! now what reaſon for that heavy charge; O 
dcitiand, O Britain and Ireland, thou haſt gone 2 
whoring from thy God; thou haſt tranſgreſſed the 
covenant, and dealt treacherouſly againſt the Lord: 


thinkeſt thou that the holy and jealous God will not 


| vitit thee for a broken covenant, when thy publick na- 


Lional oaths are not only forgotten, but they are llight- 
ed and ſpoken againſt, and now all means are uſed to 
eſtabliſh doctrines, ordinances and worſhip in another 
manner than what all ranks nationally ſwore to main- 
tain. The effect of this national perjury and going a 
whoring from God, is too ſadly ſeen ; errors of all 
«nds, atheiſm and itre}igion among all ranks are ram- 


i mm) 
pant 2nd prevailing ; and any appearance of the life of 
religion with ſome is languiſhing and dying away, be- 
cauſe now they are not ſo affected with this going a 
whoring from their covenanted Lord, as they have 
been : we have gone a whoring from our God, and 
our land is defiled under the inhabitants thereof, why ? 
V/ xxiv. v. becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the laws, chang 
Ez ed the ordinance, broken the everlaſting covenant : our land 
j once might be called Beulah, a land in covenant with 
g God, but by open and profeſſed violations of our co- 
venant, we have gone a whoring from our God: how 
the Lord will viſit for ſuch a way of going a whoring 
from him, read in Lev. xxvi. 25. { will bring a fword 

upon you, and will avenge the quarrel of my covenant, 
2, Another general charge againſt a ſinning people 
whom the Lord was to viſit and recompenſe we have, 
Hof. iv. 1. For groſs violations of the law of God by 
omiſſions and commiſſions, and how applicable thele | 
things are to ourſelves, they are blind that do not ſee; 
how juſt the Lord's controverſy may be with our land, 
becauſe there's no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
God in the land; theſe are as it were quite gone, ate 
wearing out, whatever men know, little or nothing of 
the ſaving knowledge of God, inſtead of theſe, men's 
wickedneſs breaks out, by ſwearing, lying, killing, fleal- 
ing and commuting adultery, and blood toucheth blosd, 
Verſe 11th, JPhoredom and wine, and new wine, taking 
away the heart. May not the Lord ſpeak to us as M. 
hemiah did to the Jews ? Neh. xiii. 17, 18. What evi 
thing is this that ye do in profaning the 'Jabbath ? Did 
not your fathers thus? or as to us, are we not work 
than our fathers ? did not the Lord bring evil upon 
his peculiar people far this fin ? what wrath, what 
feartul viſitation and recompente may we not fear for this 
im alas | how improperly are we all employed - 
| 5 | - the 


( 1 
the ſabbath ; how little hath God our hearts on his 
day ; how ſad to be heard tell of, to be fitting up in 
the tavern or any where elſe, either about buſineſs, di- 


verſions and gaming, to the morning of the ſabbath ? 


to be ſleeping either at home or in the publick aſſem- 
bly in the time of worſhip ? to run away to your caſ- 
tle hill walks after worſhip, rather than to your cloſets ? 
to be paſſing the ſabbath afternoon as a day of diver- 
ſion and recreation, rather than in religious exerciſes 2 
the Lord you ſee Drought wrath upon Judah and Feru- 


ſalem for the profanation of the ſabbath. Oh ye groſs 


profaners of the ſabbath, will ye conſider what ye are 


doing: all ye falſe and profane ſwearers, all ye unclean 
| perſons, all ye liars, all ye who fteal, who cheat and 
wrong others, all ye who are living in ignorance of 
God, 20% not not God, nor obey the goſpel, lay it to 


heart, believe it, that unleſs ye repent and reform, a- 
mend your ways and doings, you are bringing down 
the wrath of God upon yourſelves, and upon the pla- 


ces where ye dwell. . 


3. We find in this book of Haſea's prophecies, that 
for the fins of rulers, the days of viſitation and recom- 
pence were come, or were at hand, ſo that here we have 
a loud call to them to return; to them and all of us to 
be humbled for the ſins for which he will viſit and 
bring the days of recompence. "I he prophet complains 
ch. v. xix. that 1/raePs princes were revolters, they 
not only revolted from under the government of David, 
but from the true religion. Jeroboam ſet up the calves at 
Dan and Bethel, which were a ſin and a ſnare to 1frael, 
till they were caſt out of the Lord's land; they not only 
Corrupted the worſhip of God, but ch. iv. 18. conti- 
nued in their corrupt courſes, committing their whore- 
doms continually, inſatiable in their avarice, the rulers 
with ſhame ſaying give ye, loving riches, peryetting juſ- 

ö ME endl tice, 


6 

tice, oppreſſing the people. It is with us at this dry 
as in the prophet's days, Ch. x. 4. many in power 
ſwearing falſly, pretending religion towards God, and 
loyalty to their king, when vet all 18 a tale pretence, 
and nothing but a ſwearing falſly, which it is to be 
feared many do, who get into offices of publick trul 
When rulers, inſtead ot t being terrors to evil doers, and 
a præiſe of them who do well, encourage the evil, and 
diſcourage the good; inſtead either of reforming chem. 
ſelves, or promoting a reformation, walk unbecoming 
their character either as rulers or as chriſtians, and i ins 
ſtead of ſhewing a concern about religion and the ſer- 
vice of God, do what they can to expoſe it to ſcorn 
of and contempt. They are the rulers of whom the pro- 
I phet ſpeaks, Hf. vii. 5. who ſtretch out their hands wit) 
E - feorners, looking liker 5 contemners of religion whoſe 
5 fellow ſhip they chooſe, than ſuch as ought to promote 
it. It is the f n of any in power and authority, when 
they concur with, and countenance inſolent {corners 
and profaners of the worſhip of God, whom they 
ſhould ſuppreſs ; and the caſe is ſad for a ſociety „hen 
any who bear rule in it, are companions of baſe and 
vile perſons, when they join them to baſe courſes, in a 
leſſening their ſtation and dignity. _ When the Lord 
means good to any place, he raiſes them up rulers of 
another ſtamp and character, but when he doth other- 
wile, ! it is a 5 the Lord is pleading a quarrel With 
IA that place: God help all them who bear rule in higher 
i! or lower ſpheres to conſider this. When rulers prove 
— 4 like the princes of Judah, Hop. v. 10. who were like 
1999 them wha remove the bounds ; God hath ſet bounds to 
N men in matters ot religion and righteouſneſs, which 

i to remove is like the removing of antient land marks, 
. 1 which when rulers put to their hands to remove, you 
Rl! ee what comes of it, Thiere God will pour 8 
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tem from the ſtroke of God's wrath. 


| EE] 
his wrath upon them like water. The people in pow 
er think they may be bold with God's laws, and the 
ordinances of his worſhip above others, and fo are ill 
examples to others, yet their greatneſs will not ſhelter 
Tt is therefore 
a righteous thing with God to let out wrath without 
bounds on them, who will not be kept in by the boun- 
dary of God's laws, but will be meddling with his in- 
ſtituted worſhip, framing it to their carnal taſte, againſt 
which his jealouſy will be found to burn like fire, upon 
whom wrath will be poured out like water. God will in 
the days of viſitation and recompence, unleſs they repent 
and reform, make all the elements to fight againſt them. 
4. For the fins of prieſts, or of ſuch who are in 
church offices, the days of viſitation and recompence come, 
and we may believe them to be near, when the ſame 
kind of {ins are found with them, who bear office in the 
church, that were with the old teſtament prieſts, for 
which the Lord viſited and recompenſed them. Ma- 
ny a heavy charge doth our prophet bring againſt the- 


prieſts, as haſtening the days of viſitation and recompence, 


and we are called on our faſting day to conſider the 
ſins of miniſters ; not to reproach the office of the mi- 
niltry, which 1s the uſe that profane and irreligious 
perſons make ot the faults of miniſters, but that we ma 
mourn for theſe and for our own fins, which have pro- 
voked the Lord to give ſuck a miniſtry, for whoſe fins 
in their offices, the days of viſitation and recompence ap- 
pear to be coming faſt on. 'We read in Hof. ir. 0: 
the poor people are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge. Why 
vas there ſuch ignorance among the people? the 
prieſts were not at due pains to inſtruct them, they re- 
jected knowledge, therefore the Lord would reject 
them; they forgot the law of God. It is to be feared, 
that an ignorant, unſound and negligent * 
| e e 


— 


E 
the plague of the church; many of them are negligent 
to inſtruct the people in our common principles, con- 
tained in our confeſſion of faith and catechiſms, as if it 

were dangerous to teach people any point of doctrine 
which God hath revealed in his word : of this we find 
the ſad effects, the people of no fixed principles, yea 
malignant oppoſers of the common principles. of our 
church, He.. v. 1. the prieſts are complained of, that 
they were a ſnare in Mixpab, and a net ſpread upon Ta. 
bir : as hunters and fowlers laid ſnares and nets on 
theſe mountains to catch the prey, fo by their errone- 
ous doctrine, and fraudulent counſels, and profane ex. 
ample, they deceived the people and entangled them 
into error and corruption. Haſ. iv. 9. They eat up the 
ſin of my people, and they ſet their heart on their imyquity; 
repreſenting corrupt paſtors, who either connive at 
peoples ſins, not reproving them as they deſerve, left 
they ſhould diſoblige perſons, and leſſen their bounty 
to them, or leave them to fin; while themſelves are li- 
ving in luxury, minding only the benefit and profit of 
their calling, neglecting the duty of it; ſilent, not re- 
proving fin, left their doing ſo ſhould wrong their ih- 
tereſt, When judgment is near, the corrupt teacher 

would perſuade people of the contrary ; ſuch is their 
madneſs and folly, that ch. ix. 7. the prophet is ſaidto 
be a fool, aud the ſpiritual man mad, for the multitude of 
his iniquity and the great hatred, The Lord gives up 4 
church to the deluſions of corrupt paſtors, for the mul. 
titude of her ſins, and when deluſions are rife in à 
church, and they whoſe lips ſhould keep knowledge do 
vent their unſound doQtine, and it is readily received, 
ſuch a temper prognoſticates ſuch plagues and ftrokes 
coming on, as may ſhew them their fin and folly, and 
the greatneſs of God's indignation againſt both paſtors 
and people for the multitude of their iniquity; that — 
Tup 
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ent 8 
ng rupt teachers may prevail, they will pretend nearneſs 
fit Nto God, like the watchmen of Z#pbraim, ch. ix, 7. 
ine when yet they are corrupt in all their ways and hateful 
ind in the houſe of God, vain, wicked and profane in their 
yea MW lives, erroneous in their doGtrine, marring the worſhip 3 
our Nagainſt whom may be brought that heavy charge 
hat I brought againſt the old teſtament prieſts, Mal. ii. 8. 
Ta- ie are departed out of the way, ye have canſed many 10 
on fumble at the law : ye have corrupted the covenant of Le- 
ne- vi, /aith the Lord of boſts. Your expoſitions of the 
ex. ¶ word, your manner of worſhiping God, and your man- 
em ner of living altogether, are great ſcandals to many, 
the who ſtumble at the law and ordinances of God's wor- 
ty; ſhip, becauſe of your ſins and corruptions. 

at 5: We find the -prophet bringing many particular 
left charges againſt the J/raelites as a collective body, 
nty wherein both princes and rulers, priefts and people 
li- were involved, and whereof they were notoriouſly guil= 
t of ty, for which God was to viſit and recompence them, 
re- which on our faſting day we ſhould attend to; that 
in- being found in like manner guilty, we may be afraid 
cher of wrath and beware, left the Lord take us away with 
heir I the ſtroke, may believe, that unleſs we be awakened, 
dto unleſs we repent and reform, the days of viſitation and 
le of MF Lecempence wwill came, we ſhall know it. All that I can 
upa do on this occaſion, is but to give ſhort hints at the 
aul- uns of this people, whereof all were one way or the o- 
in a ther guilty, that we may try ourſelves, if there be not 
e do with us {ſuch ſins and provocations that call loudly for 
ved, repentance and humiliation before the days of viſitation 
okes N and recompence come, that ſhall make us ſmart, and ſan- 
and I ſibly know the ſeverity of the Lord's ſtroke. Here is 
ſtors Na ſad gradation in the ſins they were guilty of. 
coil /, Whatever they once profeſſed, they were in- 
rupt eonttant in any profeſſion of good, Hoſe vi. 4. Their 
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goodneſs was like the morning cloud, and as the early del 


which goeth away ; teaching us that mere ſhews and 
appearances of religion; oſten proved a great ſnare to 
them, hiding their deſerving from them, and deadning 
challenges for fin. Shews of goodneſs will vaniſh, ang 
not abide the Lord's trial in he day of viſtation and re- 


compence. It's grace only, in rhe truth and reality of it 
that will abide in the day of the Lord's viſitation, No 


wonder then 2 | ; „ 

2dly, When the Lord viſits people, that there will 
be found a woful declining and backſliding from formel 
appearances of goodnefs and profeſſion they once made 
of religion, like Iſrael, Hof. iv. 16. Sliding back, like g 


backſliding heifer, that throweth off the yoke, they cannot 


any longer bear the reſtraints ot religion; A profeſſion 


of religion without a principle of grace to ſupport it, is 
but empty formality, and the formalifts will at laſt caſt 


off the yoke, they will not always call upon God ; and 


well may ſuch decliners from a profeſſion of religion 


be called backſliders, it being to be obſerved, that when 
pretenders to religion decline from any appearance they 
had of it, they flide faſter back than ever they went 


forward; and it hath been ſeen, ſcarce any ſuch fearſul 


apoſtates, or ſo great enemies to religion, as backſlid- 
os and decliners from a profeſſion they had once of it. 
or | 1 

24ly, We ſhall find ſuch, and thoſe whom God is to 
viſit and recompence, obſtinate and incurable under 
means uſed for their recovery, proceeding from evil to 
evil, Ho. vii. 1. Men the Lord would have healed Ie 
rael, the iniquity of Ephraim was diſcovered, and tht 
wickedneſs of Samaria ; they commit falſbood, the thit 
cometh in, and the troops of robbers ſpoil without, Decei 
and falſhood in mens dealing, is a ſad evidence of an 
incorrigible time; and it is alſo an evidence of 1 
* 1 
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ſad time, when injuſtice and oppreſſion prevail, and 
men are {till in love with the world, and ſet upon their 
evil courſes, whatever be the threatnings or appearan- 
ces of judgment. ; | . | RE. 
athly, We ſee this followed with profane ſecurity 
and ſtupid atheiſm ; 2 forerunner of judgment and 
miſery, Ch. vii. 2. They conſider not in their hearts that 
{remember all their wickedneſs, that their own doings have 
beſet them about; that they are before my face. Its men's 
dity to be much with their own hearts, - conſidering © 
their caſe how it is with them, minding, that ſin un- 
repented of is remembred of God: for when men give 
over the conſideration of their caſe, they turn atheiſts, 
and become the more bold in fin ; but when they for- 
et God and take courage in fin, it is a token that 
God will ſpeedily retute their errors, by bringing upon 
them the days of viſitation and recompence for their fins, * 
Let us obſerve all theſe as we proceed, try and judge 
our own condition thereby. | | 
5thly, Let men become ſtupid and atheiſtical, and 


then will they prove ready conformiſts, and will not B 


ſcruple a compliance with the commands of a falſe, ? 
vain or light way of worſhip, Zo. v. 11. Ephraim is 
oppreſſed and broken in judgment; why ſo ? becauſe he 
willingly walked after the commandment, No commands 
of men will excuſe fin ; it was the J/raelites fin that 
they tamely obeyed the commands of their idolatrous 
rulers. If atheiſm prevailed not, it could not be that 
lo many would ſubmit to the trumpery of Rome 3 and 
when people are ſo ready to comply with corruptions 
and innovations in the worſhip of God, it evidences a 
woful indiffèrence about his worſhip ; and what is this 
but a ſpecies of atheiſm, which as it ſo ſadly prevails 
at this day, it is a ſign and forerunnet of the days of vis | 
ſation and recompence, if grace and mercy prevent not, i 


(nb „ 
-  Gthly, The days of viſitation and recompence are at 
hand, when men prove ſtupid under afflitions ang 
judgments, Hoſ. vii. 9. I ben ftrangers devour their 
ftrength and they know it not; when gray hairs are here 
and there on Ephraim, and yet he knoweth it not; when 
fin is entertained, and continued in, men become ſo 
ſtupid that they will not confider difficulties in their 
way, nor be hindered in their evil courſe, A little dif- 
14 ficulty will trouble them in a good way, but not ſo in 
the way of fin; a ſinful courſe doth benumb and ſtu- 
a pify them; when that is the caſe, it is a ſad preſage 
of the days of viſitation and recompence. Oh how ſtupid 
is the preſent generation ! O that the Lord would in 
mercy awaken it „ 
7th/y, This ſtupidity and inſenſibility will be attend- 
ed with pride, and a not ſeeking unto God, notwith- 
ſtanding of afflictions and awful appearances of judg- 
ment; like //rae!, Hoſ. vii. 10. whole pride teſtified ty 
his face, he did not return to the Lord his God, nor ſeth 
him fer all that, When the uncircumeiſed heart is 
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humbled, and accepts of the puniſhment of their ini- || * 
quity, then the Lord mercifully remembers them, Lev. ; 
xxvi. 41, 42. but if they will not be reformed by theſe ; 
things, but will walk contrary to God, he will walk , 
contrary to them, and will puniſh them many times FI , 
for their ſins, Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. | | 
8thly, They were obſtinately addicted to their cor- , 
rupt courſes, and would not be reclaimed from their x 
woful bent in corrupting the worſhip of God; there - 
fore through the whole of this prophecy, there are ſo | 
many complaints and threatnings againſt the /raeites N _ 


for this ſin, to ſhew us how jealous God is for the pu- 
ity of his worſhip ; and that when a profeſſing people 9 
put to their hands to profane it, it is a ſign that judg- 


ment is near, that he will viſit for theſe things, 15 
| 3 


© 29 ] 28 = 
for this their wickedneſs, he will drive them out of his 
bouſe, and love them no more, ch. ix. 15. Oh that all in 
this place and country ſide would lay this to heart, Who 
ire acceſſary to the profaning the worſhip of God, and 
expoſing it to contempt, leſt the Lord caſt us ont of his 
houſe, and laue us no more. —_ 
gthly, Then will the days of viſitation and recompence 
me, when men contemn the word and ordinances of 
God, ch, viii. 1, when they tranſgre/s the covenant, and 
treſpaſſed againſt the law. 12. when ths he hath written 
t1 us the great things of his law, they are counted as a 
[range thing. They make little uſe of the word of 


God, which ſhould. be @ light to their feet, and a lamp 


15 their paths : their fear toward God is taught by the 
precept of men, If. xxix. 13. In vain do they worſhip 
lim, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men, 
Math. xv. 9. We ſee then, that the playing faſt and 
looſe with the laws and ordinances of God, and the 
putting in their room the commandments of men, is a 
lien of the approaching v:/itation and recompence. 
TOS y, There followeth upon this neglect of God's 
word and ordinances, barrenneſs and ſelf-ſegking, ch. 
x. I. people bring forth fruit to themſelves and not to 
God, and as they proſper in the world, inſtead of ren- 
dering to the Lord according to his goodneſs, they 
multiply their corruptions : 1ſrael is an empty vine, he 
bringeth forth fruit unto, himſelf, according to the multi- 
tude of his fruit, he hath increaſed his altars; according te 
the goodneſs of the land, they have made goodly images, 
When God is to viſit, inſtead of bringing forth fruits 
meet for repentance, and improving providences and 
means of grace, they ſeek only themſelves and their 
own intereſts; the more good that God is to them, 
the more forgetful are they of him. Ah our leanneſs, 
dur barrenneſs under the means; the ground that is ef 
| C 2 5 ten 
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for evil diſſentions and commotions are the juſt fruit o 


pence came upon the J es, the anger of the Lord divid- 


fellowſhip ; but when people play fait and looſe with 


_— 


( 20. } | 

den watered, and yet bringeth forth briers and thorns, i 
nigh unta curſing ; whoje end is to be burned. Heb. yi, 
> &, 1 ; 
f 11th, When the Lord is to viſit a finful people, 
who ſeek themſelves, bring forth fruit unto themſelves 
and not unto God, Hef. x. 2. Their heart is divided 
they ſhall be found faulty, When men fall from God 
Way, it is juſt with him to give them up to diviſions in 
their own way, to diviſions as a church or as a flate; 


mens halting, and of declining from God's way: Lan 
iv. 16. We ſee when the days of viſitation and recom- 


ed chem, Hoſ. v. 11. They are broken in judgment, be. 
cauſe they walked willingly, waiked after the command. 
ments ot them that were ſet upon the corruption of the 
ordinances of God, The primitive chriſtians were 
united together, as if one heart and ſoul had animated 
them; but how were they fo cloſely united? As i. 
42. They continued /ledfaſtly in the apojeles doctrine an 


that, they are then broken in judgment. 

12th, When the days of viſitation and recempence art 
at hand, then are they notourly ingrate and unthankful 
for the Lord's goodneſs and mercies to them; for the 
deliverances he hath wrought for them, and for what 
God in the bounty of his providence has bei ow'd u- 
pon them, Hef. vii. 13. Tho” the Lord hath redeenud 
them, they yet tranſgreſs, ſpeaking lies againſt him, tho' 3 
Hef. x. 4. he drew them with cords of love and with tit 


bonds of d man, tack the yoke from «ff their loins, and laid 
meat unto them, G. they are bent to backſliding from the 
Lord, ths" they be called to the moſt high, yet they do nd 
exalt him: how guilty are we like Jſrael in turning 
back, and tempting God, in not remembring his hand, 

| nor 


( 21 ) 


nor the day wherein he delivered them from 3 


my, P/ Ixxviii. 41, 42. Many a time hath he deliver- 
ed us, but we have provoked him with our counſel, 
and have forgotten our ſaviour who hath done great 
things for us; Pſ. evi. 21. we are guilty of forgetting 
the Lord, who hath done ſo great and natable things for us; 
and what that prognoſticates we may read in Jer. xxili. 
39. Therefore behold, I, even 1 will utterly forget you, and 
[ will forſake you. Hol. iv. 6. Seeing thou haſt forgotten 
the law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy children. Hob. 


viti, 14. Ihael bath forgotten his maker, and builded tem 


ples, and multiplied fenced cities; but I will ſend a fire 
upon his cities and it ſhall devour the palaces thereof. Hol. 
xiii, C, 7. According to their paſture, ſa were they filled: 
they were filled, and their heart was exalted, therefore 


hade they forgotten me. 7. Therefore will I be unto them 


as a lien, and as a leopard by the way, will ] obſerve 
them. . „ 5 

13% When the days of viſitation and recompence are 
at hand, then are men daring and barefaced in finning, 
lice the /ſraciites, Hof. ix. q. o deeply corrupted them= 
ſelves as in the days of Gibeah, therefore be will remember 
ther iniquity, and viſit their ſins, When people are 
deeply rooted and engaged in abominable fins, as the 
inhabitants of G:bcah were, of whom Judges xix. the 
Lord will not ſpare them, more tlian he did the Gibe- 
anites. We need not go to G:teah, nor far abroad 
from our own city for inſtances of beaſtly wickedneſ- 
les, and heaven-daring iniquities ; but there was this to 
lay for the {jraelites in the days of Gibeah's wickedneſs, 
they teſtified their indignation againſt them for it; but 
our monſters in wickedneſs inſtead of being puniſhed, 
are connived with, and let go on in their madly cor- 
rupt courſes without reſtraint; an awful ſign that the 
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irom his word, ſhew judgment to be near, when war- 
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( 223 
Lord is on his way to remember their iniquity and to 
viſit their fins. 9 
14th, The days of viſitation and wecompence are at 
hand, and may be ſaid to be come, when, tho' the 
Lord be ſpeaking loud to them both in word and pro- 
vidence, they attend not to it; they lay it not to heart, 
Hof. ix, 17. I will caſt them away, and they ſhall be 


wanderers among tie nations. Why ſo ? my God will caſt 


them away, becauſe they did not hearken unto him. Luke 


Kix. 41. Becauſe the Fews laid nat to heart the things 


that belonged to their peace, their houſes were left to them 
deſolate. 2 Chr. xxxvi. 16, 17. When they mocked thi 
meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, the wrath of 
the Lord aroſe againj? them till there was no remedy. Jer. 
XIX. 15. I wil! bring upon this city and upon all ler 
towns, all the evil that I have pronounced againſt it; le- 


cauſe they have hardned their neck, that they might not hear 


my words, Jer. xi. 14. God threatens that he vill nat 
hear them when they cry unto him, for their trouble, &«, 
11. That be will bring evil upon them that they ſhail ut 
be able to eſcape ; tho they cry unto me, I will not bearken 
unto them. Why ſo ? 10. They are turned back to thei 
niyguity of their forefathers, who refuled to bear my words, 


and have broken my covenant which I made with their fa- 


thers, Oh how provoking, when the Lord calls and 
warns, and people will not hearken ; when they wil 
not be inſtructed, how ju{ that his ſoul depart from 
them, that he make them deſolate, a land not inhabited, 
Jer. vi. 8. when we would not turn at his reprosf, but 
refufed when he called, and regarded not when he ſiretch- 
ed out his hand; ſet at nought his counſel, and would non: 
of his reprosf : how juſt, Prov. i. that he ſhould aug? 
at our calamity ! All theſe and many other inſtances 


nings 
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An 
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ins by word and providence are lighted and neglee- 


ed, | 15 
15th, The days of viſitation and recompence are at 

hand, and may be ſaid to be come, when people in 

conſequence of not hearkening to God's voice, are not 

afraid of imminent danger and threatned judgment, 
tho' it may in its cauſes be ſeen to be near and cer- 

tain, unleſs ſome remarkable inſtance of grace and 

mercy prevent it. The old world continued in their 

evil courſes tho* warned by Naab : we ought to ob- 
ſerve the Lord's judgment and our fins, and to reaſon 
from the provocation to the judgment : when the cauſes 

of wrath increaſe, then may we fear a ftroke, and e- 
ſpecially when people flatter themſelves as if the threats 


ned judgment ſhould not come. Deut. xxix. 19, 20. 


And it cometh to paſs, when he heareth the wards of this 
curſe, that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, T fhall have 
heace, tha" I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add 
drunkenneſs to thirſt, The Lord will not ſpare him, but 
then the anger of the Lord and bis jealouſy ſhall ſmoke a- 
gainſt that man. It is as it was to the old world when 
the flood came, and to Sodom when deſtroyed with fire 
from heaven, that judgment is at the door, when the 
cauſes of judgment abound, the aſpects of providence 
are threatning, and yet people ſee no danger, fear no 
evil, but go on frowardly in their evil ways. Or 
16th, If there be any apprehenſion of danger, they 
betake themſelves to means of relief that are not of 
God, or they would help themſelves independent of 
him, like Ephraim, Hoſ. vii. 8. 1/ho mixed himſelf a= 
mong the people. 11, He called to Egypt and went to Aſ= 


ria, and depended upon his confederacies and allian- 


ces, rather than ſought peace with God, againſt whom 
he had ſinned ;. therefore the Lord threatens to bring 
then d:wn as the fouls of heaven, Mens not acknow= 

| ledging 


— % 


- _—_ —⅛ 


2 
r 
- * - 
—— — — 


in ſtrait; and it is their great fin, not to ſeek to make 


3 
* tg 
wy j 
3, : 
1 * 
= 4 
"23 
= bd 
IF 
a 
3 1 
. q 
WL. +5 
e 
© 2 
1 
$4 
— x 
* 1 
1 "#4 
3 
3 1 ; 
q : 
* 
1 
; > 
5 
. i 
Me 
4 
4k 
i 2 
1 * 
* 
9 
12 
* ud 
'2. Y 7 
l 1 


iy 

it s : 

$i® | 
y i 
+ 
B- 


—— 
2 » 
. WS — 

— 


— —— — 
— „* 
_ e p 


(, 24 ) 
ledging God in the uſe of means, or their uſing un- 
lawful means, provokes him to become their enemy 
and to be againſt them. People never go more readi. 
ly wrong, than in the manner in which they ſeek help 


peace with God when he fends trouble; to be dif. 
dent of his help and care, but to employ unlawtul! 
means, or if lawful, to depend on them rather than 
God, which people do, when they think to extricate 
themſelves out of trouble, without ever turning from 
their ſins which are the cauſes of their troubles. God 
allows us to uſe means of defence againſt our enemies} 
but who can help us if God be our enemy ? who can 
bring us peace if he wage war with us, and will he 


not do this, if we brea# not off our fins by righteoujnsſs, 


and turning to the Lord? Lev. xxvi. I ye will not bear- 
hen unto him, but walk contrary unto him, then he will 
wall contrary unto you he will ſet his face againſt 3ou, 
that ye ſpall be ſlain before your enemies; ye ſhall flee auen 
none purſueth. 31. I will make your cities waſte, ani 
bring your ſanctuaries into deſolation. | 
17th, The abuſe of mercies, and a continuance in 


fin and provocation, notwithſtanding of continued | 


mercies, brings on the days of viſitation and recompente.Y 


Hof. vii. 13. Hœo to them, for they have fled from me ©} 


deſtruction unto them, becauſe they have tranlgreſſed a- 
gainſt me : tho ] have redeemed them, yet they have ſpo- 


the Lord's mercies and deliverances do not ſtop the 


] 
len lies againſt me, What a black token is it, when 
_ courſes of fin and defection in a church; or when being 


delivered, they belye the profeſſions and promiſes the) 


made in their trouble, cleaving ſtill to their corrupt. 
Courſes, as if their mercies and deliverances were to-] 
kens that God favoured them in their courſe of fin and 
defection, in the which they are the more hardened, © 


the 


( 25 ) 
the oftner they are delivered from trouble, inſtead of 
improving mercies and deliverances for repentance and 
formation. Or 

187%, If there be pretenſions to repentance and re- 
formation as with the Ißraelites, Hoſ. vii. 14, 16. they 
but deal hypocritically, whoſe hearts were not engaged 
in crying to the Lord, when they howled upon their beds, 
ejing for corn and wine, when yet they continued re- 
bllins againſt God. Men may make very ſolemn a- 
lreſſes to God, and keep very publick humiliations, 
who yet are but dealing hypocritically, returning to 
their acts of irreligion and profaneneſs, wheu their ſo- 
ſemn humiliations are over. Their repentance was 
nothing but a ſhew. 16. They returned, but not te the 
m/s bigh x ; they are like a deceitful bow. Protefſions of 
repentance, and yet holding faſt fin, foſters atheiſm and 
turns religion into ſham ; . if they break eff from 
a of their evil ways, it is but for a time, that they 

return unto them with the greater eagerneſs, or it 
is oh till apublick calamity be over, like the kg - 

Pl. Ixxviit. 34, 36, 37. When he flew them they ſought 
him, they returned and enquired early after God. Never= 
theleſs they Hattered him with their mouth, and tied unto 
bim with their tongues; for their heart was not right 
with Hin, nor Were ' they ſtedfaſt in bis covenant. 

24, Then may the days of viſitation and recompence 
be ſaid to be at hand, and as it were come, when the 
Lord calls and ſpeaks to people by awful figns and pro- 
Vicences, foretold as tokens of approaching judgments, 
as in my other text, ark Kit. 8. Nation ſball rife a- 
gainſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom and there 
Hall be carthquakes in divers places, and there ſhall be fa- 
mines and troubles. Our Lord warns his diſciples of 
the awiul figns that were to go before the deſtruction 
of Fes "I which like en, would be before the great 
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hand, and when theſe things happen, are ſo certain, 


(:| 26-3 | 1 


us that ſome awiul manifeſtation of judgment is at 
hand. Jeſephus the Fetoiſb hiftorian tells us of many 
ſeditions and concuſſions among the eus before the 


deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and how in divers places they 


were ſlaughtered by the Romans, and our Lord ſpeaks , 
of earthquakes which fell out before that deſolatingſ® 
ſtroke ; one at Rome in Nero's time, another in Af 


that deſtroyed three cities; but ſuch earthquakes 21“ 
have been in the world for theſe three months paſt, I 
do not remember to have read of the like; were they 


then forerunners of judgment on Judah and Jeruſalen, 
and hath our Lord told us, that when there are earth- 
quakes in divers places, that theſe are the beginning 
forrows 2 Are not theſe things a confirmation of my o- 
ther text, that the days of viſitation and recompence are at 


that they may be ſaid to be come. Which brings 
me to h 
The FOURTH GENERAL HEAD, which is to 
ſhew what we are to underſtand by, or what is impli- 
ed in theſe words, /jrael ſhall know it. 5 
A ſinning people whom God is to viſit in a way of 
judgment, will not believe the warnings that are given 
them; therefore ſuch a viſitation and recompencs is at 
hand that ſhall awaken them : they ſhall know it as 
fools do, when they ſmart under firokes that they 
would not believe were coming upon them. They 
ſhall know it, they ſhall ſmart under the ſevere judg- 
ments with which God was to viſit them; and if we 
be guilty of their fins and with deeper aggravations, 
we may expect the ſame or rather feverer judgments, 
than what the Lord in the days of viſitation and recom. 
pence brought upon them; which we ſhould attend to, 
that repenting, reforming, and turning to the Lo. 
— 


* 
.. 


ij 27.) 
may be, the long deferred ſlroke may be kept off, were 
it but for a little. 

Now let us enquire what were theſe judgments 
with which he threatens ſuch a ſinning people, and 
which we may fear to be inflicted on us. 

Anſwer I/, He threatens them with famine, Hoſe 
ix, 2. The floor and the wine-preſs ſhall not feed them, 
ord the new wine ſhall fail in her. They who bleſſed 
themſelves in their ' proſperity, and rejoiced in their abun- 
dance, ſpall have tba blaſted and taken from them, 

24%, Along with this, ch. xi. G. they are threaten- 
ed with the {wor d, that it Hall abide on their cities, and 
ſ all conſume their branches, and devour them becauſe of 
their oton counſels + here not only a ſword but a waſting 
ſword threatened, a ſword to abide till it overthrow 
cities, conſume their fruits, and devour their inbaly- 
tants. 

2dly, Ch. ix. 3. Exile from the Lord's land, ind that 
they ſhall eat unclean things in Aria. They that keep 
not God's laws and ordinances, under the advantages 
they preſently enjoy, ſhall be deprived of their preſent 
liberty, and ſhall be involved. in corruptions, when 
they would wiſh to get rid of them. 

1thly, Ch, ix. 4. T hey are threatened with the want 
of publick ordinances, they ſhall not offer wine offerings 
io the Lord, neither ſhall they be pleaſing unto them ; their 
ſacrifices ſhall be unto them as the bread of mourners, all 
that cat the xreof ſhall be polluted for their bread, for their 
ſoul ſhall not come into the houſe of the Lord. Where we 
ce that the want of pure publick ordinances, is one of 
the ſcourges which God will bring upon a ſinning 
people, whom he is to viſit, Whatever mean eſtima- 
tion wicked men have of God's ordinances, he can make 
the want of them a ſcourge to them, when diſtreſs is 
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C. 26. 3 | 

5 %%, Ch. ix. 5. He threatens them with the want 
of their ſolemn feſtivals, zohat will ye do in the ſolemn 
day, in the day of the feal? of the Lord? When the 
Lord viſits a ſinning people, he will deprive them of 
their ſolemn feaſt days, that have been comfortable to 
them, and will continue the want of theſe, till they 
lay to heart their guilt that provoked him to take them 
Away. | 

6zhly, v. 6. They ſhould not only go into exile, and 
be deprived oi church privileges and goſpel ordinances, 
but ſhould periſh in their exile ; for 4% they are gone 
becauſe of deſtruction, Egypt ſhall gather them, Memphi: 
ſpall bury them ; their pleaſant places fer their ſilver, nit- 
tles ſhall poſſeſs them, thorns ſpall be in their tabernacls, 
They ſhall not eſcape calamity ; ſeeking to eſcape one 
calamity, they {hall fall into another. | 

athly, v. 7, 8. As they would not be inſtructed, no 
attend to what the prophets of God had toid them, 
the Lord would give them up to delutions, and let 
them be enfnared with corrupt teachers: the prophet i 
a fool, the ſpiritual man is mad, fer the multitude of their 
iniguity and the great hatred. The prophet is the fnare 
of a fowler in all his ways, and hatred in the houſe d 
his God, The Lord's giving up a church to corrupt 
teachers, is a fruit of their tins, and is a fad ſign d 
God's anger, and a puniſhment of their contempt and 
Il uſage of ſound teachers. As unſcund teachers ate 
a judgment of God upon a ſinning people, fo are the) 
cauſes of God's anger againſt a church, ripening them 
for wrath, 

8 y It is too uſual for a finning people to glory in 
their multitude, yet when God viſits them he will con- 
ſume them, 12. 7h they bring up children, he will IT 
reaue them, and there ſball not be a man left: II. he 
Will make heir glory tc fly away like a bird Fon 

| | 8 Lari 


t 8 ]) 
vant :. Their mercies which in appearance ſeem to be 
lems M ſureſt, ſhall be ſuddenly plucked from them when God 
the N yifits them; and tho* they may be preſerved from ono 
n of fl froke, it ſhall be but a reſervation for another. 
le to 13. they hall bring forth their children to the murderer. 
they g:4/y, As they had corrupted the church and houſe 
hem of God with the wickedneſs of their doings, when the 
days of viſitation and recompence are come, he threatens, 
and 15. to drive them out of his houſe, and that he will love 
nces, N em no more. As they have tranſgreſſed my law, pro- 
gane faned my ordinances, and abuſed the tokens of my 
npbisM favour to them, I will unchurch them, and take theſe 
net - away from them. 17. I will caſt them away becauſe 
ace, they did not hearten unto me + and they ſhall be wanderers 
one among the nations. | 
101%, Of all theſe the Lord warns a finning guilty 
„nor people by his word, and by ſigns which he hath told us 


hem, thai! go before, and upon all the awful ſigns, and 
d let judgments, and troubles, our Lord ſayeth, theſe are the 
bet i h off ſorrows : if ſuch heavy judgments be but 
"ther the beginning of ſorrows, what tribulation and anguiſh 
ſnare is coming upon a finning church and people when 


ſe ol that threatening, Hoſ. ix. 12. is like to be accomplith- 
rrupty c, 119 % to them when I depart from them: outward 
zu ON 25icitions are not all that a wicked impenitent people 
t and may expect, but that God will leave them, by depriv- 
's aro in them of their church eſtate, which they have core 
they iid God's forſaking a people is in itſelf the great- 
them eit of miſeries, it ſpeaks a wo with every affliction that 
son, and threatens with more, till the ſinner find 
Wy a 3 0, | — 
con- LASTLY, I now proceed to ſum up the whole 
ich ſome applicatory remarks, From what bath been 
1. be tid, we may obſerve = | | 
ntl , That when God is angry, and bis judgments are | 
earth | | . abroad 


— 


1 


abroad in the world, it becomes his people to obſerye 
them, and have a deep awe and ſenſe of them upon 
their ſpirits, P/. cxix. 120, David's beart trembled for 
fear of God, and he was afraid of his righteous judgments. 
Let us notice firſt, how far we ought to take notice of 

1 God's judgments. 2%, Why we ought to have a 

deep ſenſe of them upon our hearts. 

7, How far we ought to take notice of God's 

El judgments. - ED ELD 

14 I/, His antient judgments in former times ſhould 


1 be laid to heart by us, eſpecially when the fins abound 
S | with us that brought on theſe judgments. The ſcrip- 
3 | tures refer us to the days of Lot and Noah, and bid us 
1 xemember Lot's wife, Luke xvii. 26. God ſays to his 
people, Fer. vii. 12, Go to my place that ꝛwas in Shiloh, 
auhere I put my name at firſt, and fee what T did to it, for, 
the wickedneſs of my people 1ſrael. The Apoſtle, I Cor.. 
x. I. tells us, that all the puniſhments which befel; 
the ſtubborn Iaclites are for our caution and warning, 
for our admonition, on whom the ends of the world are 
come, We are told, 2 Pet. ii. b. that Sadom and 60. 
zorrah were an example to thoſe that after ſhould live; 
ungodly, A people may eaſily read their own doom 
and deſtiny, if they will blow off the duſt from thee; 
antient p:0/ideaces, and mark the prints of God's jul: 
tice and truth in them, and how the word of God is ve- If 
rified upon hem. The deſert of fin is {till the ſame, 
and the exactneſs of divine juſtice is ſtill the ſame: 
theſe providences are pledges of the ſame wrath, of the 
like for ſubſtance to come on us alſo, if we walk con- 
trary to God. Others have fmarted, why not we! 
God is impartially and minutcly juſt, therefore let u 
take warning. There is one great benefit we have bf 
the hiſtorical part of the word, that it not only preſerves 
the memory of the ſaints, that we may imitate thei 
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pon I graces, and enjoy their bleſſings, but alſo records the 
far Þ ins and puniſhments of the wicked, that we may fear 
ents, the being guilty of their fins, as we would not fall un- 
e off der their puniſhments ;z let us tremble at old judg- 
e a nents, how one fin turned Adam out of paradiſe, how 
the old world was ſwept away by the flood, Sodom and 
09's N Gomorrah deſtroyed with fire from heaven, Dathan and 
Aram ſwallowed up of the earth, Herod eaten up of 
ould N worms. | 
und 24%, Tudgments that light upon other countries 
lip - ought to be made uſe of by us ; for they uſually go in 
sa circuit. Jer. xxv. 32. The cup of trembling goes round, 
his and thus we may learn to be wiſe at other mens coſts, 
oh, Zepb. ili. 6, 7 I have cut off” the nations : thetr towers 
„ far Mars deſolate, I made their ſtreets waſte, that none paſſed by; 
their cities are. deſtroyed, ſo that there is no man nor in- 
befel babitent. I ſaid, ſurely thou wilt fear me + thou wilt re- 
ung; ceive inſtruction, ſo their dwelling ſhould not be cut off, 
d are W hebe I puniſhed them : but they roſe early, and corrup- 
Cal their doings, God would have us take warn= 


ſeek his peace, otherwiſe it is a new provocation, and 
the judgment is haſtened. 

Jy, When, tho' now we be well in our own per- 
lons, yet judgments on others ſhould be conſidered by 
lame us. Nehemiah, chap. xi. tho preferred at the Perſian 
Jeourt, hath a fad reſentment of the ſtate of Ferufalem, 


we ot God. 
let u 


all ſhould fear. When Ananias and Sapphira fell down 
dead, Acbs v. 5. it is ſaid that great fear fell upon all who 
$/card theſe things. God, in one, or a few, gives an in- 
Ef Pance of his ſeverity, that others may tremble. It is 


ſaid 


ing at a diſtance, and while he is a great way off, to 


Daniel, gth ch. tho? a chief man in the court of Baby- | 
ln, yet is affected with the judgments upon the people 


4thly, Tho! judgment ſhould purſue but a few, yet 
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(32 ) 
aid of the Pagan mariners, Jonah i. 18. when divine 


vengeance had purſued 
Lord exceedingly, and offered a ſacrifice to 
made Vows. 


gthly, We ſhould ſtand in awe of judgments, the? 
enemies to God and us: their! 
fall is not to be inſulted over, but God's hand to be ob. 
We ought to expreſs al 
ſenſe of our father's diſpleaſure, as a little child quakez 
when his father is angry with, and corrects a ſervant| 


the ey ſhould light on 


ſerved with great reverence. 


Naturaliſts ſay, that a lion will tremble to ſee a dog 
beaten before him, P/al. Iii. 6. The righteous alſo ſha 
fee and fear. The godly will be wiſe obſervers of God's 
work and giſpenſations of juſtice, that they may gain 
ſpiritual advantage thereby. Pr . Xxxi. 12. The righ- 
teous man wiſely conſiders the hou rife of the wicked, and that 


God overthrows the wicked for their wickedneſs. 
th, Much more ſhould we tremble for God's 


judgments upon his own people, when he comes to vi- 


fit their intquities with rods, aud their tr anſzgref ons with 
firipes ; if this be done in the green tree, what in the dry? 


, 18. Vader zent begin at the * of God 


zohere ſhall the ungodly and {inner appear? The wor 
tall know how God hateth fin, therefore he will pu- 
niſh it in his own people, Amos iii. 2. You only have 

h9mna of all the families of the earth, therefore «will I pu- 
2706 you for all your iniguities. 

2, Let us next enguire and ſeriouſly conſider why 
we ought to have an awful and deep ſenſe of God 
judgments upon our hearts. 

This is neceſſary, uſeful and profitable f for us. As 

1/7. To ſtir up watchfulneſs and care for our ow 
ſafety, that we be not guilty of their fins ; leſt we fa 


under their judgments, The fear of God helps to 
or 


keep from offending him, and from breaking of his 
lays, 2dly, Te 


Jonah, that the & Heard the 
e Lord, and 


„ 
ine 20%, To humble us when we ſee that ſin ſhall not 
1 11M eſcaps unpuniſhed, Alas, if God ſhould enter into 
judgment with us, who ſhould ftand ? Pf. exlliii. 2. 
Every humble heart is conſcious to himſelf, of grievous 
tho' offences ; and if God, when he comes to purge our 
their droſs, be ſevere with us, what miſerable wretched 
> ob. creatures ſhould we be! | | 
eſs of 34/7, To make us thankful for mercies and graci- 
iakes ous eſcapes ; a holy awe and fear of God makes us 
vant. tife the ſweetneſs of the promiſe of free pardon, when 
do we ſee from what miſeries we are delivered by the 
fra mercy of God. When the Tſraeiites had ſeen the 
30's E71ftians drowned in the water, they then triumphed in 
gain le God of their ſalvation, Exod. xv. I. 
rinh W 4%, To quicken and ſharpen our prayers, Joel ii. j 
1 that 17. Spare thy people, O Lord, and give net thy heritage [| 
Ys 7:þr0ach. The more our fear is encreaſed, the more 
Jod'Yimportunate will we be to have the judgment removed. 
What I have now offered may reprove the greateſt 
part of the world, who paſs by God's judgments and 
take no notice of them, ſo as to fear, repent, and return 
to him. Note his judgments upon others; when the 
arrows of God fly round about us, we ſhould fear for 
ourſelves 3 and when wrath is making inquiſition for 
ſinners, we ſhould be the more earneſt to be found in 
our cloſet ; but a ſenſeleſs itupidity poſſeſſes the moſt 
o men, they mind none of theſe things. The Gibeon- 
itzs were more wife and cautious, 7%. ix, when they 
aw the cities of Jericho and Ai deſtroyed, and their in- 
habitants cut off by the ſword, they did not wait the 
coming of Jaſbua, but ſent meſſengers to him, and 
made a covenant with him before he came any farther. 
Or as that captain, when two before him, and their 
lities were deſtroyed by fire, he fell upon his knees be- 
fore the prophet, 2 Kings i. 13, 14. ſaying, O man of 
* © ES God, 
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as at our back and heels; did men but conſider, that 


6 | ( 34) 2 
Ged, let my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy ſervants, 1 
Precious in thy fight. But Oh our blincne!s and ſtupi- 
dity ; tho' others fall under the judgment of God, we 
are as immoveable.as rocks, and do not fall down be- 
fore the Lord to deprecate his anger. Certainly, if we 


—. x 6.5 


they; it is by the mercy of God that we yet ſtand, 
therefore we.{hould fear with a holy fear, that we may 
bumble ourſelves before the Lord, repent and reform, 
may be thankful for our ſafety, and importunate with 
the Lord in prayer and ſupplication. Again, when 
judgments are on ourſelves, wben God comes near to 
us, and begins to touch us with his hand, we ſhould 
relent preſently : to be {inning and ſuffering is the con- 
dition of the damned in hell. The holy ghoſt ſets a 
brand upon haz, 2 Chron. xxviii. 32. that in the tine 
of his diſtreſs, he did yet treſpaſs more and more againſt 
#he Lord; this is that king Ahaz, If people ſtill keep 
their pride, luxury, vanity, wantonneſs, avarice, cold- 
neſs in religion, ſabbath and ordinances profanation ; 
if we be not by God's awful diſpenſations brought to 
fear him the more, ſuch a brand will be put upon us, 
yea our judgments will be increaſed, and the furnace 
heated ſeven times hotter. Therefore we ſhould beg 
God's ſpirit with his red, that we may be the better 
by all his corrections, 

2dly, That it is too common ſor a ſinning people 
whom the Lord is to viſit and recompence, to be a ſecure 
people, like thoſe we read of, Amos vi. 3. who put far 
away the evil day, Next to the want of a ſound belie!, 
the want of a cloſe ſerious conſideration, is the cauſe 
why men dally with God and poſtpone repentance and 
reformation, O could we look on death and judgment 
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within a few days they mult go to heaven or hell, . 
| wou: 


=a 


C 35 2 

would not venture any longer to be aut of a ſtate of 
„ Ll orace, nor dally with God. But men think they may 
upiM live long and have time enough to repent and reform 
| well by leiſure. Men put far off the day of their change, 
ad are undone by their own ſecurity. A guilty 
f weſ people to be vilited, inftead of being awakened from fin 
d as to rizhtcouſneſs, by the loud calls of providence, abuſe 
and, the remaining bleſſings they enjoy to foſter ſecurity ; 
mayY lie the Jeus, who would not believe the threatnings 
orm, of judgment, and the ſtorm coming from a far coun- 
Y try, becauſe the Lord was in Sion and her king in her, 
vhen Fer. vii. 19. thinking they might continue their pro- 
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oreſs in their ſin, becauſe they had the temple, the ſeat 
oudY ot the divine glory, Sion, and the promiſe of an ever- | 
con-Y lating kingdom to David, abuſing the promiſe of God 1 
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ets af to prelumption and ſecurity, and turning the grace of 
tine God into wantonneſs. Secure were the old world 
ainſti when the food came, when the windows of heaven 
keepY and the fountains of the great deep were opened upon 
cOld- them: ſecure were the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
101 ;F when the Lord rained fire out of heaven from the Lord 
nt to upon them; ſo will it be when the Lord comes with 
1 us, awful judgment to viſit and recompence a inning peo- 
naceſ ple, as our Lord himſelf doth warn us, O that we 
1 ber would attend to what he ſaith, Math. xxiv., 38, &c, 
etter I A in the days before the food, they were cating and drink- 
ng, marrying and giving in marriage, untiil the day that 
eople I Noah entered into the ark, and knew not untill the flood 
ecureſſ cane and took them all away ; fo fhai! alla the coming of 
U far the ſont of man be. ; 
ele, 34%, That national fins without national repent- 
caule I ance, will certainly bring on national judgments. The 
and I caſe is not here as for perſonal ſins: the Lord in his in- 
ment inite wiſdom, may ſuſpend the infliction of judgments 
that upon particular perſons in this world, becauſe there is 
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i (3 
| 2 judgment to come, when every individual will re- 
| ceive according to his works. 2 Cor. v. 10. But as af- 
ter this life, the deſtruction of nations and kingdoms 
will ceaſe, there will not be national . puniſhments ; 
1 therefore in the righteous judgment of God, national 
W ſins without national repentance, muſt be nationally 
puniſhed ; this calls loudly on us to conſider what are 
our national ſins, and to repent of them, and turn from 
them, elle we may certainly look for national judg- 
ments, Our repentance procures not pardon, but it is 
1 a neceſſary qualification in them whom the Lord for- 
i gives, and without it, ſtrokes mult be laid on; there- 
1 fore our Lord, Luxe xili. 3, 5. ſets up others on whom 
the judgments of God have fallen, with this warning to 
| us, that except we repent, we ſpall all ikeuiſe periſh, A- 
las, how much do national ſins prevail, how little ap- 
pearance of national repentance, and therefore what 
ground to be afraid of national judgments. Britam 
and Jreland have been profeſſing to keep a day of hu- 
miliation for their tins, but unlets a reformation and a 
breaking off our fins by righteouſneſs, and a turning to 
the Lord follow that protcfion, anger not only is not 
turned away, but their fin and provocation is the more 
aggravated, Hef. vii. 16. They return, but not to tt 
moſt high, they are like a deceitful beg. How miſerably 
2re they miſtaken, who take courage in fin becauſe 
of publick countenance given it, and that it is ſo gener- 
ally practiſed ; God is able to puniſh the nations, who 
are before him as the drop of a bucket ; neither then their 
multitude nor their ſtrength will protect them from his 
Rroke: man's power is limited, but God's is infinite. 
Among men it is commonly ſaid, that among a multi- 
tude ot tranſgreſſors there cannot be puniſhment, but 
with, a God of infinite power the caſe is otherwiſe; 
when tin becomes general and national, when all ranks 
4s ; 8" _ Axe 
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are corrupting their ways, and there is not repentance 
and reformation, it is an awful token that God is on 
his way to puniſh that guilty nation. Lord help us to 
lay this to heart, and becauſe there is wrath, to beware, 
jeſt a holy and jealous God take us away with his 
Jab xxxvi. 18. | | 

4thly, We may obſerve the greatneſs of the Lord's 
condeſcenſion, who warns a ſinning people before he 
viſits them in a way of judgment, When God comes. 
to refreſh a ſinner, he comes ſh:pping over the moun- 
tains, Song li. 8. Luke xv 20. The father ran to meet 
the prodigal ; but in the progreſs of his judgment, his 
motions are ſlow, he comes on by degrees, 2 Pet. ii. 


20. The lone-ſuffering of God waited in the days of 


Noah, while the ark was preparing. Thus God is wont 
to give people warning of their approaching danger; 
God firſt ſummons a partey, and would fain capitu- 
late with ſinners; gives warning of purpoſe, if by re- 
pentance and reformation, judgments may be averted, 
and their ruin prevented. Jer. viii. 11. Behold I 
frame evil againſt you, end deviſe a device againſt you : 


return ge now every one from his evil way, and mate your 


ways ard your doings good, 44 
It is worthy of our enquiry and moſt ſerious conſi- 


deration, Why the Lord gives warning to the world, 


and premonithes them of the judgments that are com- 
ing on the earth? He doth it 1 


, To prevent the ex<cution of judgments. Amos 


I, 12. Therefore will J do this unto thee, (there is the 
Farming) ard becauſe 1 will do this, prepare to meet thy 
God, O Iſracl. Here is the gracious deſign of pre- 
venting the judgment, by bringing them ſeaſonably upon 
their knees before an angry God. The Lord expects. 
It from his children, that they fall at his feet on days of 
humiliation, whenever he goes torth in the way of judg- 
To, RS ment: 
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(36-3 
ment. What elſe was the deſign of God in ſending 
Jonah to Nineveh with that dreadiul meſſage, but to 
Excite them to repentance and to prevent their ruin? 
244i, He forewarns of judgment, to leave the incor- 
rigible wholly inexcuſable, that thoſe who have nei- 
ther ſenſe of fin, nor fear of judgment before, might 
have no cloak for their folly, nor plea for themſelves 
aſterwards, Jer. xiii. 21. I hat wilt thou ſay when he 
ſhall punifh thee © what plea will be left thee, after fo 
many fair warnings ? you cannct ſay you were ſur- 
prized before you were admoniſhed, or ruined before 
you were warned, | 
34ly, God warns of judgments before they come, to 
make them the more eaſy to his people, when they 
i come indeed: thus in Fobn xvi. 4. Chriſt foretold his 
. diſciples of their approaching ſufferings, that when 
ey came, they might not be amazed at them, or un- 
provided for them; for unexpected miſeries are aſto- 
niſhing to the beſt of men, and deſtructive to wicked 
men, | : 85 
Well then if it be ſo. | 
1/7, Let all who are wiſe in heart, conſider the ſigns 
of the times, and ſeaſonably hearken to God's warn- 
ing, Micah vi. q. the Lord's voice crieth in the city, and 
tbe man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name : hear ye the rod, 
end who hath appointed it, It is our wiſdom to waylay 
our troubles, and provide for the worſt eftate, while 
13446 we enjoy the belt: happy is he wao at once is believ- 
ing and praying for good days, and providing for che 
41 worſt, Noab's example is {et before us, for our ad- 
vantage, Heb. ix. 7. Noah by faith being warned e, 
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Wings not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an arb; 
| preventing mercies are the moſt raviſhing mercies, and 
preventing calamities are the foreſt calamities, Am: 


IXs 


' which ſay, the evil ſhall not overtake nor prevent us. 


„ CI 3 | 
ix, 10. All the ſinners of my people ſhall die by the ſword, 


24l;, Let us learn hcartily to bewail the ſupineneſs 
and careleſsneſs of the preſent generation, who take no 


notice of God's warnings, but put the evil day far from 


© b * 4 5 
them, as Amos vi. 3. who will admit no fear, till they 


be paſt all hopes, I/ lvii. 1. They ſee the righteous pes 
riſhing, and no man layeth it to heart, and merciful men 
taken away, not conſidering that they are taken away 
from the evil to come. 
which is gone up to heaven, but cry not for the abo- 
minations that are committed, nor tremble for fear of 


the judgments which they procure. O careleſs ſin- 


ners, drowned in ſtupidity, and ſleeping like Fonah un- 
der the hatches, when others are upon their knees, and 


at their witts end. Do ſaints tremble, and are you ſe- 
cure? have not you more reaſon to be afraid than they? 


if judgments come, the greateſt harm they can do them, 


is but to haſten them to heaven ; but as for you, they 


may hutry you away to hell; they only fear tribulation 
in the way, but you will not fear damnation in the 
end. | De, | 


34/y, We are called to take notice of the rich mer- 


cy and patience of God, and aggravate it by his great 
hatred of fin, This God hates fin exceedingly, yet 
now long doth he bear with finners ? how long doth 
he protract his wrath ? and how many courſes doth he 
take to reclaim finners from the evil of their ways. 
God is no favourer of your firs, yet he is gracious, and 


Ns mercy ſuſpends the execution of his juſt revenge, 


wrelts deſtruction out of God's hand; judgment is 
called bis flrange work. : 3 
4th, Whenever you are warned of the evil of your 
Ways, lay it to heart; we cannot determine the actual 
events; God hath put times and ſeaſons in his own 
| 5 5 hands, 


They hear the cry of fin, 
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' threatening. When Lot told the Sodomites of the wrath 
' of God, he ſeemed to his ſons-in- law as one that mocked, 
Gen. xix. 14. So men think we work ourſelves inte 


Wrath is exaſperated. 
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( 40 „ 1 
hands, we may ſhew you the merits af tie 00 7 
ſtorm in the black cloud, and then you ſhould tremble 
and therefore do not think lightly of a reproof 3 it 


a paſſion and rage, but when warning is neglected 
What a torment will it be #6; 
the damned in hell, that they were warned of the evi | 
of their courſes, a6 would not regard it. Lock A 
Reuben ſaid to his brethren, Gen. xlii. 22. Did not 1 | 
warn jon to do nothing againſ? the child? ſo will the! 


Lord make conſcience ſay, was ye not warned! Cons! 


ſcience will upbraid you with the frequent warnin 85 
you! have had. — 
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